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our action, but our boarding officer explained the
law, and also the risk that a man-of-war was running
in coming into the harbor at night. We had no
thought of being discourteous and no desire to rouse
any ill feeling, and fully appreciated how our point
of view had not occurred to the captain of the Cor*
moran when he ran straight in toward our squadron
in the dark. The shot across the bow was not pro-
vocative, but simply a form of signal when other
signals had failed.

As early as May 20 the navy department had
cabled me that the Carlos F, Pelayo, and Alfonso II
and some transports were reported to have left Spain
for the East. I replied that in event of their arrival
our squadron would endeavor to give a good account
of itself. On May 27 and 30 I received further cables
announcing that the monitors Monterey and Monad-
nock would be sent to reinforce me.

On the 12th Vice-Admiral von Diedrichs arrived
in his flag-ship, the Kaiserin Augusta. This made
three German cruisers in the harbor. I learned that
another was expected. Already, on the 6th, a Ger-
man transport, the Darmstadt, bringing fourteen
hundred men as relief crews for the German vessels,
had appeared. Such a transfer, for which I readily
gave permission, while it might have been unusual
in a blockaded harbor, might at the same time be
easily explained as a matter of convenience for the
German squadron which was absent from Its regu-ion, to allow It was my aim to dofed
